
Summer Reading 2021 

Rising 6th Grade 
 

REQUIRED READING (all students read) 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 

 

CHOICE 
Read two books from the Recreational Reading List for the Middle School. Do not choose books that you have 
already read, and you are not limited to the books on the mega middle school list. Use the list if you need ideas; 
choose your own book if you have a series, author, or style of book you love! **No graphic novels, please.** 
 
Students complete two book reports-- one for each CHOICE book (not for the required reading selection).  
 
Some guidelines for the book reports: 

 One page double-spaced (2-3 paragraphs) 

 First paragraph should summarize the setting and describe the main character(s) 

 Second/third paragraph should discuss a few critical events in the story that changed the main 
character, revealed a theme, represented a conflict… discuss something you learned while reading. 
Stretch yourself beyond re-telling the plot. 

 
Please also include the following information in the upper right-hand corner of each report: 

1. Your name 
2. Title, author, and number of pages 
3. Date completed 
4. Parent’s signature 

 
The reports should be expressed in paragraph form, typed, and printed. The reports are due the first day of 
school. Your grade will be penalized by a deduction of 10 points every day that the entire assignment is late. 
 
In addition, students will be tested on the required class novels during the first week of school. Again, do NOT 
complete a book report for the required selection. 
 

Having trouble selecting a book? Here are some Mrs. Tobin likes: 

 

 The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

 Ranger’s Apprentice series by John Flanagan 

 When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead (especially if you like Wrinkle in Time) 

 The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen  

 The False Prince by Jennifer Nielson 

 All-of-a-Kind Family by Sydney Taylor 

 I am Rosemarie by Marietta Moskin 

 The Unteachables by Gordan Korman 

 The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 

 The Neptune Project series by Polly Hollyoke 
 


