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December 2, 2024 

 

Dear Charleston Day School Community, 

 

It is with great enthusiasm that the Charleston Day School Board of Trustees announces that Jon Meredith 

will be our next Head of School beginning July 1, 2025. 

 

Jon was selected with unanimous Board approval from a very diverse pool of more than 150 candidates 

following a rigorous national search process that engaged constituents throughout our community. He brings 

over 30 years of educational experience and an outstanding track record of achievement as both a 

classroom educator, a school administrator, and a school leader. Jon has a deep love for and familiarity with 

the K-8 model having attended the Calvert School in Baltimore. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from 

Kenyon College where he also played collegiate lacrosse. Jon obtained his Master of Arts in Liberal Studies 

from Dartmouth College and his Master of Education in Independent School Leadership from Peabody 

College at Vanderbilt University. 

 

Jon will join us after 14 years as the Middle School Director at Durham Academy. For 8 years prior, he was 

a teacher and Principal of the Middle School at Frederica Academy in St. Simons Island, Georgia. He taught 

History for 21 years. Jon has been married to his wife Eleanor for 23 years, and they are proud parents of a 

daughter, Cecile, who is a senior at the University of North Carolina and a son, Clay, who is a freshman at 

the University of Georgia. 

 

Colleagues from throughout Jon’s career describe him as an extraordinary leader and educator who is 

warm, collaborative, and inclusive to all members of a school community. He is a relationship builder with 

great expertise in teaching, curriculum design, and school operations including overseeing numerous 

building projects. During his tenure at Durham Academy, Jon oversaw the construction of two new school 

buildings, where he was also actively involved in the fundraising efforts supporting those projects. He has 

also been intimately involved in formulating a master campus plan. Jon received overwhelmingly positive 

feedback from our Board, faculty, staff, parents, and students during his recent campus visit, and we are so 

thrilled that our search attracted a leader and educator of his caliber. 

 

The Board of Trustees is grateful to the entire school community for its engagement and support during this 

process. We believe the results of this collective work will position CDS to thrive for decades to come. We 

express special thanks to the Head of School Search Committee, the Parents’ Council leadership, our 

search consultants at Carney Sandoe, and the CDS faculty and staff as well as our dedicated parents for 

their commitment to and participation in this process. 

 

Please join us in welcoming Jon, Eleanor, Cecile, and Clay! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

James B. Hood, ‘91 

Board of Trustees Chair 


